MISSOURI

Make Your Home
a Safe Place

There’s household hazardous waste around my house.
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Almost every home has leftover products such as paint thinner, insect sprays, oven
cleaner, metal polish or motor oil. These products contain chemicals that can harm
people, wildlife or the environment.

I'I' Once you have purchased a product containing a hazardous chemical, it

Seeing
Through

First, recycle your household chemicals whenever possible. One method of recycling is to

is your responsibility to dispose of that waste material and its container
It depends on the product. For years, many properly.
people disposed of unwanted household products

by pouring them down the drain. This may be an acceptable

disposal method for some substances, depending upon their to give away leftover paint, weed killer, swimming pool chemicals and other substances to

chemical composition. someone who can use them. Before giving a pesticide away, always ensure the complete

label is still intact. You can also look for local recycling programs for many substances. Visit

Pouring some substances down the drain, however, is one way to ruin drinking water the department’s webpage, recyclesearch.com/profile /mo-directory, to locate a collection

supplies. For example, if your home’s plumbing is connected to a septic tank, pouring nearest you. If you must dispose of a waste material, do it safely. If a waste material cannot

certain types of household hazardous waste (HHW) down the drain can kill off the
organisms that break down wastes in the tank. These untreated wastes are then

be disposed of in a safe manner now, you should keep it for a household hazardous waste
collection event. To find out if a HHW collection event is scheduled in your areaq, please contact
your local Solid Waste Management District. To find your district, go to the department’s page
at: dnr.mo.gov/env/swmp /swmd /swmdinfo.htm. Use the following guidelines for disposing of

discharged directly to your backyard soil.

Or, the HHWs themselves may pass through your septic tank unchanged. Once

they enter the soil, they can seep down into the ground water that supplies wells.

Unfortunately, a teaspoonful of some chemicals can contaminate many gallons of

any household chemicals that you can no longer use.

ground water, and make that water unsafe to drink. CLEANING SUPPLIES
PRODUCT HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS HPIFL:(Z)TDE??ILEJSS RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL METHODS
SImIICI rIYI pourlng certain H HWS dOWﬂ The d rain can kl ” the bIOIOg ICGI orgcmlsms at Drain Cleaner Sodium or potassium hydroxide, Corrosive Disposal of this chemical is discouraged. Pour down the drain and flush with
your communi'ry’s sewcge-’rrec’rmen’r fGCiIifY ThiS can resul’r in discharge Of Un’rrec’red soc(ljium hypochlorite, hydrochloric Toxic plenty of water. Otherwise, save contents or container for an HHW collection
® aci event.
— H — Lye Oven Cleaner Sodium or potassium hydroxide, Corrosive Give them away. If not possible, wrap tightly, place in a larger, closed
sewa ge cmd the chemlcc IS to nea rby wate quYS' ammonia Toxic container and put in the trash. Otherwise, save contents or container for an
HHW collection event.
Upholstery & Rug Naphthalene, perchloroethylene, Irritant Give them away or store safely until an HHW collection event is held.
Th e Bu ck u rd B I U e S Cleaners oxalic acid, diethyleneglycol Corrosive
y e000 Toxic
Furniture & Floor Petroleum distillates Flammable DO NOT pour down the drain. Solidify any liquids with kitty litter or other
. . Polish Toxic absorbent, wrap tightly, place in a larger, closed container and put in the
e redsI yellows dnd greens. Some people feel ThCI'I' dumplng out explred dnd trash. Otherwise, save contents or container for an HHW collection event
H H H Bleach Cleaners Sodium or potassium hydroxide, Corrosive Pour down the drain and flush with plenty of water. Septic tank users should
Uannted hOUSGhOId prOdUCTS In the bCICkYCI rd IS d QOOd qu to get rld Of fhem' hydrogen peroxide, sodium or calcium not pour more than a cupful own the drain at one time. Otherwise, save
After all, if you have a big backyard and a small container of household chemicals, hypochlorite , contents or container for an HHW collection event. |
Ammonia-based Ammonia, ethanol Irritant Pour down the drain and flush with plenty of water. Otherwise, save
th‘l‘ does i'|' matte r? Cleaners Toxic contents or container for an HHW collection event.
Corrosive
. . . . . . Powder or Trisodium phosphate, ammonia, Irritant Solidify any liquids with kitty litter or other absorbent, wrap tightly, place in a
One prObIem can occur If Chlld ren or anima IS come In contact WITh The ChemICCI IS ThCﬂ' Abrasive Cleansers | ethanol Corrosive larger, closed container and put in the trash. Otherwise, save contents or
. . . . . Toxic container for an HHW collection event.
hdve been dlSposed Of In The YCI rd' When poured on The SOIII The IIqUId Spredds out Mothballs Naphthalenes, paradicholobenzene, Toxic Take to an HHW collection or a pesticide collection event. Wrap tightly, place
H H H methylene chlorides in larger, larger container and put in the trash.
Clnd SOCIkS dOWhWCI rd' The next rain comes, clny chemlca IS Thdt hdve been d ISpOSGd Disinfectants Diethylene or methylene glycol, Corrosive Pour down the drain and flush with plenty of water. Septic tank users should
Of in The TOp |0|yer Of SOiI Wi” spredd out Ond can mig rate to g rOUHdWCITer SUpp|ieS sodium hypochorite, pine oil Toxic noltI p(:.ur more thatr.w :.:\dcupfﬁl d:wn the cirain at one time. Take to an HHW
collection or a pesticide collection event.
or to su rfq ce waters. Toilet Cleaner Muriatic (hydrochloric) acid or oxalic Irritant Pour down drain and flush with plenty of water. Septic tank users should not
acid, calcium hypochorite, Corrosive pour more than a cupful down the drain at a time. Otherwise, save contents
. paradichlorobenzene Toxic or container for an HHW collection event.
MOST hOUSGhOIdS hqve Severql gG”OI’]S Of hOUSGhOId ChemICCI IS on hqnd' If C]” The Silver Polish Acidified thiourea, sulfuric acid, Corrosive Solidify any liquids with kitty litter or other absorbent, wrap tightly, place in a
B . . . . . petroleum distillates Toxic larger, closed container and put in the trash.
people in your neighborhood dispose of their HHWs by dumping them in the
backyard, these wastes can accumulate in soil, surface water and groundwater. PAINT AND DECORATING SUPPLIES
Imagine all the wastes from your city being disposed of this way every year, and —
HAZARDOU
. 0 . o PRODUCT HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL METHODS
you can see how wells and drinking water reservoirs might one day become too PROPERTIES
Solvent-based Pigments, petroleum distillates, Flammable Give them away, if possible. Store safely and save for an HHW collection
pOl luted to use. Paints mineral spirits Toxic event.
Latex or Generally non-hazardous Give them away, if possible. Mix with absorbent material, let dry and place in
Water-based trash.
Paints
Th e S'I' O ry 0 n S'I' 0 r u g e Paint Thinners and | Alcohols, chlorinated solvents, esters, | Flammable Store in a closed container until particles settle. Strain the thinner through a
Turpentine hydrocarbons, ketones Toxic fine mesh sieve. Re-use the liquid and store the concentrated particles for an
HHW collection event. If liquid is spent, then also store container for a HHW
You can reduce HHW by properly storing products containing hazardous chemicals. collection event.
Furniture Stripper Methylene chloride, phenols, solvents | Flammable Store safely and save for a hazardous waste collection program.
H is h
ere IS now: Toxic
. . . . Wood Chlorinated phenols, copper or zinc Flammable Store safely and save for an HHW collection event.
/ ShU'l' I|d$ Tlghtly SO prOdUCtS WIII not dry OUt, evq porC”'e Or quk. Then YOU WIII nOf Preservatives naphthenatel creosotel magnesium Toxic
. fluorosilicate
hCIVG to d ISpOSG Of them cmd bUy more. Wood Stains Mineral spirits, glycol ethers, ketones, | Flammable Give them away, if possible. Latex-based stains should be mixed with
v Keep substances in the original containers. Write the date you purchased the halogenated hydrocarbons,naphts | Toxle | absorbent materal wrapped tghtly and put i th trash. Forothers,sore
product on the label and make sure the label stays on. This way, you will know
what is inside if you dispose of the product or if an HHW collection program is AUTO PRODUCTS
STqued In your Commun”y. PRODUCT HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS ?ﬁéﬁi?ggss RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL METHODS
\/ S’rore pI’OdUC'I'S conta Inlng hCIZOI I’dOUS ChemICOI IS Ina COOI, d I"y plcce' ThIS IS Antifreeze Ethylene glycol Toxic Recycle by taking to a service station or reclamation center.
. ° . . . Transmission Hydrocarbons, mineral oils Flammable Recycle by taking to a service station or reclamation center.
particularly important if the ingredients are flammable. o oo o
v' Keep incompatible chemicals separated. For example, do not store household ferosene,
ammonia and bleach Togefher. If the two substances Combine, fhey form a toxic Brake Fluid Glycol ethers, heavy metals Flammable Disposal of this chemical is discouraged. Take to a service station or store
Toxic safely until an HHW collection event is held.
gqs ‘I'h(]‘l' can be quql if )’OU inh(] |e i‘I‘, Auto Battery Sulfuric acid, lead Corrosive Exchange when buying a new battery, take to a recycler or take to a service
. . . . . . Toxic station or battery shop. Or store in a dry place and save for an HHW
v Periodically check containers for deterioration, especially those stored under collection event.
Windshield Methyl alcohol Flammable Pour down the drain with lots of water. Otherwise, save contents or
° L[] L[] L[] L[] . L] L] . y
sinks. If the original container is leaking, enclose it in a larger container and Washer Solution container for an HHW collection event.
I b I d . I Waxes, Polishes, Caustics, acids, petroleum distillates Corrosive Worap tightly, solidify any liquids with absorbent, place in a larger, closed
apbeie a p p rop riate Y' Cleaners Flammable container, and put in the trash. Otherwise, save contents or container for an
HHW collection event.
[ ]
Safety Takes First Place
When you use hazardous chemicals, use common sense: PRODUCT HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS Eﬁéﬁiﬁggs RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL METHODS
\/ Reqd qnd fO“OW 1.he direc’rions on ’rhe ICI bel. Use ’rhe pI’OdUCf at ’rhe Medicines Numerous ingredients Varied Take to a local pharm.aceutical take-back or co.llec.tion program. To find one,
contact your local Solid Waste Management district or the pharmacy you
recommended strength. Remember, more is not necessarily better. In fact, use.
Swimming Pool Sodium hypochlorite, other Toxic Give away or store safely and save for an HHW collection event.
using more than the recommended amount may be hazardous to Chemicals chlorinated compounds Corrosive
. Fiberglass and Solvents, peroxides Toxic Mix according to directions and allow to harden. Put in the trash. If
Your heq I'I'h Clnd The environment. Epoxy Resins Flammable components cannot be safely mixed, save contents or container for an HHW
. . . . . collection event.
v Do not mix chemical substances unless instructed by the label directions. Photographic Acids, caustics, hydroxides, nitrates, Corrosive Pour down the drain and flush with plenty of water. Septic tank users
\/ U e pl’OdUCTS in q We” ven’rilq’red ared Chemicals others SHOULD NOT pour more than a cupful down the drain at one time.
S = . Otherwise, save contents or container for an HHW collection event.
v

Wear protective clothing if recommended on the label. If using liquids
that may splash, consider wearing safety glasses. Wash your hands

thoroughly when you are finished working.

Herbicides and pesticides, such as fungus- and insect-control chemicals, include flea

collars and sprays; roach and ant killers; rat and mouse killers; and weed and brush
killers. The department recommends owners store them safely and wait to dispose of
them at an HHW collection or a pesticide collection event.

The answer is up to you.

Local ordinances pertaining to disposal may vary. If in doubt, check with local officials.
Information contained on this poster is based on state and federal laws, and current
scientific research. Disposal recommendations may change over time as new laws and
information are developed. Contact the department if you have any questions.
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